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Abstract 

 
In the present study water quality assessment and land based sources of pollutants 
discharged into the Halda River through four major canals were investigated. The ranges 
of pH, DO, BOD, NO3-N, PO4-P, chloride and total alkalinity of the collected samples 
varied from 7.1-8.8, 3.35-4.70 mg/L, 0.055-5.0 mg/L, 0.12-3.1 mg/L, 0.06-0.16 mg/L, 
8.4-69.30 mg/L and 73-220 mg/L, respectively. pH, DO, BOD showed significant 
changes at Mondakini Canal and Chengkhali Canal for monsoon, post-monsoon and 
winter (p <0.05) while chloride at Chengkali Canal for all seasons (p≤0.05). Moreover, 
TA, NO3-N and PO4-P exhibited significant variation in the concentration at Mondakini 
Canal, Madari Canal and Chengkali Canal for three seasons (p ≤0.05). River Pollution 
Index indicated that the water of river at Mondakini Canal, Madari Canal, Chengkhali 
Canal and Khondakia Canal varied from low to moderate pollution. According to the 
interviewers, the Halda River is being polluted due to industrial waste (53%), sewage 
contamination (20%), tobacco farming (13%), rubber dam (8%) and sand extraction 
(6%). Therefore, necessary preventive measures should be taken in order to control the 
unwise and unauthorized discharge of harmful pollutants into the Halda River for the 
better management and conservation of natural resources.  
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Introduction 

Halda is the third main river of Chittagong district and has become the effecters of 
development providing fresh water supply, fish production, transportation and waste 
assimilation provision along with a wide array of recreation and tourism options (Kabir et 
al. 2013). The water of the Halda River is used for irrigation, agriculture, fish farming 
and livestock rearing, drinking and bathing. Halda River has a unique feature since it is 
the only natural breeding ground of major carps in Bangladesh (Kibria et al. 2009). 
Spawning area of this river is extended from Garduara to Maduna Ghat where a total of 
1100 egg collectors and 2000 fisherman catch fish throughout the year (Islam 2009). 
Various species of fish namely Catla catla, Labeo rohita, Cirrhinus mrigala and other 
fresh water fish species chose to breed in the breeding ground of the Halda River (Tsai et 
al. 1981 and Patra and Azadi 1985).  

River water uses for innumerable rural and urban communities and livestock, fish culture, 
recharge of ground water, control of floods etc. (Gurunathan and Shanmugam 2006). But 
the water quality is being degraded unceasingly due to haphazard industrialization 
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(Manjare et al. 2010). Most of the industries discharged their insufficiently treated waste 
into the rivers or streams, which makes serious problem to aquatic flora and fauna 
(Kesalkar et al. 2012). Polluted water reduces fish production and availability of fish and 
also has an impact on other aquatic resources in the water (Mallick 2011). The dark color 
of the waste water exhibits the toxic effects on the biota and inhibits the photosynthetic 
activity by reducing the sunlight (Swamy 2011).  

River pollution is a matter of concern all over the world (May et al. 2006, Noori et al. 
2010 and Ouyang et al. 2006). Bangladesh is facing serious problems with water 
contaminations from different industries, domestic wastes and agrochemicals (Venugopal 
et al. 2009 and Islam et al. 2015a and b). Due to lack of waste management and 
sanitation facilities, raw and partially decomposed industrial and urban wastes and 
various hazardous chemicals substances from Raozan, Fatickchari, Hathazari and Biazid 
Thana find their way to the Halda River. Halda River is not focused well yet in terms of 
pollution status. Therefore, the present study was aimed to assess the water quality of the 
Halda River and to find out major pollution sources of the River. 
 
Materials and Methods 
Sampling Sites: The study was conducted in the Halda river which lies between 
22°25'13"-22º48'51.37"N and 91º45'00"-91°52'33"E (Fig. 1). It is the sole natural 
breeding ground for carps (ruhi, katol, mrigal etc) due to the unique biochemical 
properties of its water. Industrial wastes, sewage discharge, tobacco farming, rubber dam 
and sand extraction are the main polluters of the river which are carried by canals. Four 
canals namely Mondakini (Station-1), Madari (Station-2), Chengkhali (Station-3) and 
Khondakia (Station-4) located from Nazirhat to Baluchara area along the Halda river 
bank were selected as the main discharge routes responsible for the Halda river pollution 
(Fig. 1).  

Sample Collection and Preservation: After selection of sampling points, a total of 24 
water samples was collected. Two water samples were collected for each seasons from 
the Mondakini, Madari, Cheng khali and Khondakia. Two liters of surface water sample 
were collected in the morning hours between 10 to 11am, in polythene bottle regularly 
during every sampling. Immediately after collection, water sample were transferred to the 
laboratory of Institute of Marine Science and Fisheries, University of Chittagong. pH and 
DO were measured from studied sites during sampling of water. To find out the pollution 
sources; data were collected data using surveys, focus groups, key informant interviews 
and direct observations. Questionnaire survey was done for this study and interviewees 
were selected randomly (Henry 1990). The survey design was based on expert advice 
from local NGO staff and guidelines for identifying the major land based pollution 
sources of the Halda River (Kronen et al. 2007). 

Sample Analysis: pH of water was determined by using Hanna pH meter. Chloride was 
measured by Volhard Method, alkalinity was determined by Titrimatric, DO was 
determined by using DO meter (Hanna DO meter, HI-9146), Bio-chemical oxygen 
demand (BOD) by modified Winkler method (1988). Moreover, NO3-N and PO4-P were 
measured following standard methods recommended by the APHA (2005) for waste 
water. 
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    Fig. 1.  Map showing sampling sites and pollution sources of the Halda River. 
 

Statistical Analysis: The variations in water quality parameters of the studied canals 
measured in three different seasons were analyzed by using Two-Way ANOVA (SPSS 
v.22).  

River Pollution Index (RPI): Each water quality variable used to determine RPI is 
changed to one of four index scores (Si = 1, 3, 6, or 10). Particularly, RPI refers to the 
arithmetic average of these index scores with respect to the water quality (Table 1). 

Mondakini Canal 

Chengkhali Canal 

Madari Canal 

Khondakia Canal 
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RPI is computed using following equation (Liou et al. 2004). 

 
where Si represents the index scores and the RPI value ranges from 1 to 10.  
 
Table 1. River Pollution Index (RPI) Chart (Chen et al. 2012 and Liou et al. 2004). 

Items/ ranks Good Less polluted Moderately polluted Highly polluted 

DO (mg/L) >6.5 4.6-6.5 2.0-4.5 <2.0 
BOD5 (mg/L) <3.5 3.0-4.9 5.0-15 >15 
SS (mg/L) <2.0 20-49 50-100 >100 
NH3-N (mg/L) <0.5 0.5-0.9 91.0-3.0 >3.0 

Index scores (Si) 1 3 6 10 

Sub-index <2 2.0-3.0 3.1-6.0 >6.0 
 
Results and Discussion 

pH, DO, BOD showed significant changes in station-1 and station-3 for monsoon, post-
monsoon and winter (p <0.05) while chloride at station-3 for all seasons (p ≤0.05). 
Additionally, total alkalinity, NO3-N and PO4-P exhibited significant variation in the 
concentration in station-1, station-2 and station-3 for three seasons (p≤0.05). 

There was no significant change in BOD level at different stations but significant shift 
was noticed in terms of total alkalinity at station-1 (73 mg/L) and station-2 (210 mg/L). 
This changing pattern followed by chloride at station-1 (8.5 mg/L) and station-2 (65.6 
mg/L) during monsoon period (Table-3). In station-1, water pH was 7.1 followed by 
station-2 (8.7), station-3 (7.9) and station-4 (8.1) during post Monsoon. DO and BOD 
also varied according to stations but not significantly. Significant change was observed in 
case of chloride in different stations. Following monsoon and post Monsoon, water 
quality also changed in winter but not significantly. Significant variation was observed in 
terms of chloride (station-1 and station-4) and total alkalinity (station-1 and station-2). 
The concentration of DO and BOD found almost equal in station-3 and station-4 which is 
shown in Table-3. The water quality variables of the Halda River compared with other 
rivers and with international standard shown in Table 2.  
Dissolved Oxygen (DO): DO is an important ecological factor that decides 
environmental health of water bodies and support a well-balanced aquatic living 
organisms (Chang 2005 and George et al. 2012). The highest amount of DO recorded 
was 4.70 mg/L at Mondakini canal during winter. The lowest concentration recorded was 
3.35 mg/L at Khondakia canal during monsoon (Table 3). More or less similar 
observations were also recorded by Jashim Uddin and Khan (1993), Islam and Khan 
(1993), Hossain (1998), Gasim et al. (2007) and Effendi et al. (2015). The low 
concentration of DO might be due to large amount of wastes discharged by canal and 
drainage system which utilized significant amount of DO for bio-chemical degradation. 
In the present investigation, the depletion of DO was found particularly due to the 
effluent discharged from Asian paper mill and Hathazari Picking power plant. 
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Table 2. Water quality parameters of the Halda River comparing with international standard and 
other Bangladeshi study. 

Parameters Present study Previous study  
(Ahmed et al. 
2010) 

Previous study 
(Majid and Sharma 
1999) 

WHO 
(1982) 

ECR 
(1997) 
 

DO (mg/L) 3.35-4.70 3.02-9.90 ND 4-6 6 
pH 7.1-8.8 7.03-8.60 5.65-7.34 NYS 6.5 – 8.5 

Chloride (mg/L) 8.4-69.30 2.41-73.50  3.00-7.00  600 150 – 600 

Total Alkalinity 
(mg/L) 

73-220 6.28-90.78  22-72  - - 
BOD5 (mg/L) 0.055-5.0 0.70-5.08  ND  6  0.2 

NO3-N (mg/L) 0.12-3.1 0.00   ND   NYS   - 

PO4-P (mg/L) 0.06-0.14 0.73-4.28   0.09-0.40   0.8   - 

BDL= Below Detection Level, ND= Not Done    
 

Table 3. Seasonal variation of water quality indicators of the Halda River.  

Parameters Season Station-1 Station-2 Station-3 Station-4 

DO (mg/L) Monsoon 3.9 3.5 3.45 3.35 
Post-monsoon 4.2 3.6 4.35 4.30 
Winter 4.7 4.1 4.31 4.28 

pH Monsoon 7.3 8.8 7.8 8.0 
Post-monsoon 7.1 8.7 7.9 8.1 
Winter 7.2 8.6 8.0 7.9 

Chloride (mg/L) Monsoon 8.5 65.60 56.30 60.15 
Post-monsoon 8.9 69.30 59.10 62.30 

Winter 8.4 59.20 52.60 61.15 

Total Alkalinity 
(mg/L) 

Monsoon 73 210 198 183 
Post-monsoon 77 218 207 192 
Winter 81 220 210 195 

BOD5 (mg/L) Monsoon 0.28 0.057 0.055 0.056 
Post-monsoon 4.3 3.7 4.2 3.5 
Winter 4.1 2.5 5.0 3.4 

NO3-N (mg /L) Monsoon 0.18 0.42 0.46 3.1 
Post-monsoon 0.15 0.37 0.39 0.27 
Winter 0.12 0.35 0.29 0.22 

PO4-P (mg/L) Monsoon 0.08 0.14 0.14 0.13 
Post-monsoon 0.07 0.13 0.13 0.12 
Winter 0.06 0.12 0.12 0.1 

pH: pH is commonly known as the controlling variable in water since many 
properties, processes and reaction are pH dependent (Millero 1986). Alkaline water 
stimulates high primary production (Kumar and Prabhahar 2012). In the present study 
the value of pH showed slightly alkaline in nature at investigated areas which showed 
similarity with Roy (1955), Campbell (1978), Mahmood and Sarma et al. (1982), 
Bhuyian (1988) and Bhuyan and Bakar (2017).  
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Chloride (Cl): Chlorides are not detrimental to public’s health. Although the sodium part 
of NaCl salt connected to heart and kidney disease (Florescu et al. 2010). Sodium 
chloride (NaCl) may render a salty taste at 250 mg/L. Higher concentrations of dissolved 
salts in water compromise its use for domestic or agricultural purposes. Excessive 
amount of Cl- in inland water is usually considered as an index of pollution and can be 
provided across the hygienic and industrial waters (Florescu et al. 2010). In the present 
study the concentrations of chlorides recorded were between 8.4-69.30 mg/L. Maximum 
amount (69.30 mg/L) was found at station-2 during post-monsoon. Minimum value (8.4 
mg/L) was recorded at station-1 during winter (Table 3). 

Total Alkalinity: Total alkalinity was found to range between 73-220 mg/L (Table 3). The 
amount recorded in the present investigation was higher than Akter (2012) and Hossain 
(2004). Hoque et al. (2012) reported that the value of alkalinity in monsoon season was 
50.4 mg/L and in winter season it was 146.5 mg/L in the Bansi River. The total alkalinity 
at Madari Canal was higher than that of the other stations during the period of 
investigation. These high values might be due to the highest alkaline effluent discharged 
by the Asian paper mill. More or less similar results were found by Hossain (1992) and 
Hossain (2004). Bhuyian (1979), Andrews (1984) and APHA (2005) stated that if the 
industrial effluents contain high concentration of chloride that could increase the chloride 
of water body where the effluent was being dumped.  

Biochemical Oxygen Demand: BOD is the amount of oxygen used by microbes to decay 
carbon-based materials in water within five days period (APHA 2005). In the present 
study BOD varied between 0.055-5.0 mg/L (Table 3). According to Paul (1999), when 
river water contains BOD more than 10 mg/L it is considered to be moderately polluted 
and more than 20 mg/L to be highly polluted water but the present result was lower than 
these values. The acceptable value of BOD for fishing water is £ 6 ppm. Hossain (1988) 
and Hossain (1992) observed higher values of BOD in the disposal zone due to 
consumption of oxygen for the oxidation of large amount of wastes discharged from the 
municipal sewerage and surface runoff. These observations are in agreement with the 
present investigation. 

Nitrate Nitrogen: The concentration of NO3-N was recorded between 0.12-3.1 mg/L 
(Table 3). The maximum values 3.1 mg/L was observed at Khondakia canal in the 
monsoon season and minimum value 0.12 mg/L at Mondakini canal in winter. The value 
fluctuated from monsoon to winter. Ahmed et al. (2010) found (BDL-0.87 mg/L) nitrate 
values in the Halda river and 0.00-1.63 mg/L from the Karnafuli river water. 

Phosphate Phosphorus: The value of PO4-P was found to range between 0.06-0.14 mg/L 
(Table 3). The maximum value 0.14 mg/L was found at Madari canal and Chengkhali 
canal during monsoon. Majid and Sharma (1999) studied the Karnafuli River and found 
very low concentration of Phosphate. Ahmed et al. (2010) recorded 0.12-4.94 mg/L PO4-
P from the Karnafuli river water. Alam et al. (2007) worked on the river water quality 
and stated that the effluent and discharge area have a low concentration of phosphate.  

River Pollution Index (RPI): In recent time, River pollution index (RPI) method is used 
concurrently by different organization like Taiwan EPA to assess the surface water 
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quality. This method comprising with concentration level of four parameters namely DO, 
BOD, SS, and NH3-N. Pollution status is calculated using four-state of each parameter.  

In present study, the concentrations of DO and BOD5 were compared with concentrations 
of RPI table to weigh the status of particular water variables (Table 1). Average DO in 
the Mondakini Canal was found 3.9 mg/L during monsoon season that indicate the water 
is moderately polluted in comparison with RPI. The water of Madari canal contained 4.1 
mg/L DO that indicate the water is moderately polluted. Chengkhali Canal and 
Khondakia canal are also moderately polluted according to RPI Table. 

During post-monsoon, average DO in the Mondakini Canal was recorded 4.2 mg/L which 
can be treated as moderately polluted zone according to RPI index while 4.35 mg/L and 
4.30 mg/L DO were found from Chengkhali Canal and Khondakia canal that direct the 
area is moderately polluted. Where 3.6 mg/L was found from Madari canal area that also 
renders the area characterized with moderately polluted.  

During winter the average DO concentration recorded was 4.7 mg/L at Mondakini canal, 
which designate less pollution in this area according to RPI table. Madari Canal, 
Chengkhali Canal and Khondakia canal are considered moderately polluted zone 
according to RPI index. 

BOD5 were found between 3.0-4.9 mg/L for post-monsoon and winter at all the sampling 
sites indicating that the water of the river is less polluted according to (Table 3). During 
monsoon the water quality was found good. During winter the amount of BOD5 at 
Chengkhali canal was recorded 5.0 mg/L during winter season that indicate the water of 
the river canal is moderately polluted. 

Sources of pollution: Structured questionnaire survey and direct observation were used to 
identify pollution sources of the river. According to the interviewers, the Halda River (the 
country's largest natural breeding ground for carps) is being polluted due to industrial 
waste (53%), sewage contamination (20%), tobacco farming (13%), rubber dam (8%) and 
sand extraction (6%) (Fig. 2). 

 
                    Fig. 2. Pollution contributors of the Halda River. 
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The present study shows that the river Halda is being polluted from industrial and 
commercial sources at an alarming rate. Therefore, it is recommended that industrial and 
other effluents should be discharged into the river after proper treatment (ETP).  
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