COVER LETTER 

To the Journal of Medicine
Dear Editor 

We performed 12-lead Holter recordings in patients with symptoms of arrhythmia, who had normal standard ECGs, and divided the patients into four groups based on age and gender. We could show an association between the ectopic form of non-sustained atrial tachycardia and atrial fibrillation or flutter in women aged 50 years or more. Based on experimental data from molecular biology, we propose an explanation for our findings: reduced estrogen and relaxin levels in postmenopausal women alter the collagen I/III ratio, with unfavorable structural changes in the right atrium predisposing for atrial fibrillation. We realize that our observations are only hypothesis generating and need confirmation in future studies. Of course, there are other triggering mechanisms for atrial fibrillation. However, we think our observations are important, considering the huge number of patients world-wide suffering from this arrhythmia. 

We hope you will find the manuscript suitable for publication in the Journal of Medicine.
The paper is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, and none of the paper's contents have been previously published. All authors have read and approved the manuscript, and there is no industry relationship.  
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