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A recent editorial by Dr. Md. Ashif Iqbal made an appeal to 
researchers to adopt ORCID (Open Researcher and 
Contributor ID), noting that such a system will allow for the 
accurate identification of an author.1 Since authorship is a 
central factor in academic publishing, the call by Dr. Iqbal on 
academics to adopt ORCID is not unreasonable and was 
based on seven benefits, summarized as: 1) a unique number 
for a unique author, for credit measurement; 2)
discoverability of that author’s work; 3) a permanent, 
life-long identifier; 4) a database connector; 5)
multidisciplinary and community-based; 6) a supportive 
research tool; 7) a measure of repute if all authors of a paper
have an ORCID At face value these benefits cannot be. ,
denied, making ORCID an attractive support tool for authors, 
journals and publishers alike. Since 2012, when ORCID was 
launched the number of ORCID accounts is close to 9 million  , , 
a veritably impressive number for any new publishing-related 
system. Even more impressive is the way in which many 
journals and publishers are not only embracing ORCID, but 
making it mandatory for authors when they submit a 
manuscript. Some have gone so far as to refer to ORCID as 
the building blocks of research infrastructure2, suggesting 
that ORCID has become a key aspect of academic publishing’s 
infrastructure and integrity backbone.

  The appeal made by Dr. Iqbal is bold but has value only if 
the following principles are true and valid: 1) the rights of 
authors are not infringed upon and they have the freedom of 
choice to select to have an ORCID, or not; 2) all ORCID 
accounts are valid and complete, i.e., the names, affiliations 
and academic records are accurate, updated and complete; 3)
there are no fake, untrustworthy or ambiguous ORCID 
accounts that could invalidate this tool, the ORCID platform, 
or other ORCID users. One way to test the validity of ORCID is 
by assessing fake elements, which are increasing in 
publishing.3 To test this possibility, the ORCID of a potentially 
fake author Beatriz Ychussie was searched on ORCID based  , , ,
on the information provided in a recent retraction note of an 
indexed Springer Nature journal, Fixed Point Theory and        
Applications ​. Additional clues were gathered from a       
Retraction Watch ​blog post and a ​PubPeer search​. At         
ResearchGate​, seven publications, including three retraction      
notices, are listed for Beatriz Ychussie, who is        
incorrectly/falsely affiliated with Roskilde University in      
Denmark. If this author does not exist, and if open access           
article process costs were paid to SpringerOpen, then who         
exactly paid those fees? 

The ORCID search yielded 8420 results (Jun 4, 2020), a          
similar number to when only the name “​Beatriz​” was         
searched (yielding 8415 results). In other words, no author,         
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with a unique name of Beatriz Ychussie, was found on the 
ORCID database.

More importantly, 57 academics/authors, who were
registered at ORCID with only the first name “Beatriz”, were 
discovered. In all cases, no last/family names were listed, and 
except for one entry, no affiliations were listed. In other 
words, ORCID lists 56 academics and/or authors that are 
simply listed as “Beatriz”. Relatively speaking, from among 
the 8420 possible “unique” individuals, the 57 “Beatriz” only 
account for 0.67% of the sampled population. Each of those 
57 ORCID accounts was accessed to gain as much background 
information as possible, and a Google as well as a Google 
Scholar search was made with the ORCID number to 
determine if the ORCID was associated with any publication, 
and to thus attempt to find identifiers for any of the 57
“Beatriz” ORCID accounts to assess if any of those accounts 
were valid.

A detailed examination of the 57 “Beatriz” ORCID
accounts revealed that 48 (84%) were labelled with the notice
“No public information available.” In these accounts, 3 (6%), 
15 (31%) and 15 (31%) were last modified in 2018, 2019, and 
2020, respectively, the remainder (15 (31%)) in 2017 or 
earlier (Table 1). It is unclear why these accounts were 
modified, what information was modified, and by whom.

Of the 57 “Beatriz” ORCID accounts, the same 48 (84%)
(Table 1) did not link to any publication through a 
Google/Google Scholar search, and so neither the family 
name or the affiliation of these “academics” or “authors” 
could be definitively identified. In 9 (16%) of “Beatriz” ORCID 
accounts, the ORCID was associated with publications or 
other sources of academic/author validation, so the tentative 
correct identity of these nine “Beatriz” was tentatively 
resolved. However, even though these individuals could be 
tracked, this involved doing an independent investigation of 
several websites, thus defeating the purpose of having an 
ORCID, i.e., to verify the publishing record, or to authenticate 
the author using this tool. If anything, ORCID has complicated 
the issue of author identification and verification Two.
“positive controls” (valid ORCID accounts linked to veritable 
scientists with independently verifiable publications linked to 
the ORCIDs) were used of reputable academics linked to 
publishing and library and/or information sciences: John P.A.
Ioannidis (Stanford University, USA), and David Moher
(Ottawa Hospital Research Institute, Canada).

  Since ORCID is being passionately promoted as a tool of 
integrity, and a support of academic publishing’s integrity, it 
is very important to identify false, inaccurate or incomplete 
elements of ORCID that may disqualify it as an effective tool 
of integrity, as well as author validation and identification. 
This small case study identified, through the attempted 
identification of a potentially fake author, 57 ORCID accounts 
for which only a first name was listed, “Beatriz”, 48 of which 
are completely unknown or untraceable entities. This 
demonstrates that: 1) at least 57 academics/authors with the 
name “Beatriz” do not have a unique name, even though they 
may have a unique ORCID; 2) the ORCID database is being           

populated with accounts that are incomplete, or that may         
carry false or fake academics. Somebody must have created         
those accounts, and those individuals or groups should be         
held accountable. What percentage of the 8.7 million ORCID         
accounts are fake, empty, unpopulated (“ghost” accounts) or        
otherwise untrustworthy? 
 
Table 1 List of ORCID accounts for 48 “Beatriz” for which no family name, 
no affiliation, and no association with any publication could be identified 
First name​* ORCID account Record last modified​* 
Beatriz 0000-0002-3173-7414  2019/10/24 20:55 
Beatriz 0000-0002-0381-0039  2019/11/3 17:14 
Beatriz 0000-0002-1858-8506  2019/12/10 2:08 
Beatriz 0000-0002-4554-7507  2019/4/8 2:18 
Beatriz 0000-0001-8480-4150  2019/9/22 18:40 
Beatriz 0000-0002-3898-9526  2015/12/17 23:17 
Beatriz 0000-0002-8756-1243  2019/7/24 21:26 
Beatriz 0000-0002-4074-4798  2016/10/25 21:17 
Beatriz 0000-0002-0754-0259  2016/9/26 21:52 
Beatriz 0000-0002-2248-1808  2016/6/14 22:10 
Beatriz 0000-0001-5671-5548  2017/3/6 20:29 
beatriz 0000-0002-3102-9450  2019/9/30 13:44 
Beatriz 0000-0002-2987-6861  2018/9/30 19:24 
Beatriz 0000-0002-6608-9082  2019/6/5 16:36 
Beatriz 0000-0003-3164-0839  2019/7/3 13:15 
Beatriz 0000-0003-0718-7595  2015/12/17 23:17 
Beatriz 0000-0002-0472-0684  2018/9/5 21:58 
Beatriz 0000-0001-6054-8068  2016/4/10 13:02 
Beatriz 0000-0003-2478-3102  2016/9/15 17:59 
Beatriz 0000-0003-0687-107X  2016/6/15 0:47 
BEATRIZ 0000-0002-0699-7951  2016/6/15 0:41 
BEATRIZ 0000-0002-5554-4406  2016/6/15 0:09 
Beatriz 0000-0002-2322-2883  2017/1/10 14:58 
Beatriz 0000-0002-9835-037X  2020/1/3 0:11 
Beatriz 0000-0003-1583-8829  2020/2/17 17:36 
Beatriz 0000-0003-4851-5583  2019/10/23 7:40 
Beatriz 0000-0002-3585-1599  2019/8/23 10:18 
Beatriz 0000-0002-4838-7609  2016/6/14 21:22 
Beatriz 0000-0003-3143-2597  2016/7/27 6:14 
Beatriz 0000-0002-4954-4223  2019/6/21 23:19 
Beatriz 0000-0001-8814-8568  2020/5/4 14:03 
Beatriz 0000-0003-1527-4330  2020/2/13 21:25 
Beatriz 0000-0002-9160-4680  2019/4/25 18:48 
Beatriz 0000-0002-8599-7801  2019/7/16 11:26 
Beatriz 0000-0003-0149-6928  2018/2/5 22:26 
Beatriz 0000-0002-5111-3967  2019/8/12 13:39 
Beatriz 0000-0002-5477-8614  2017/10/18 0:24 
BEATRIZ 0000-0002-1072-1026  2020/1/18 16:33 
Beatriz 0000-0003-3979-0225  2020/1/21 18:50 
BEATRIZ 0000-0003-3154-7562  2020/1/9 19:56 
Beatriz 0000-0001-7534-2724  2020/3/11 11:18 
Beatriz 0000-0002-7233-3141  2020/5/27 23:49 
Beatriz 0000-0002-8394-1281  2020/3/30 18:35 
Beatriz 0000-0002-4739-0152  2020/4/20 21:55 
Beatriz 0000-0003-1080-4793  2020/4/12 13:32 
Beatriz 0000-0002-7054-7517  2020/5/13 21:11 
Beatriz 0000-0001-6205-7596 2020/6/2 22:19 
Beatriz 0000-0002-5052-9346  2020/6/1 10:45 
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* Unedited, as appears on ORCID

Although this is only a single case study, which may be 
perceived as a limitation, it does show that there are practical 
problems, and risks, associated with ORCID. These aspects
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reduce trust in ORCID, and decrease its reliability as a 
publishing tool or integrity platform. The existence of such 
accounts represents failure in quality control by ORCID, who 
seem more interested in increasing the numbers without 
carefully analyzing the details of new accounts. As a result of 
quality oversight, ORCID is now in a quandary and serious 
predicament: if they cut any ORCID account for being a fake 
or “ghost” author, then this organization will be perceived as 
being able to manipulate the public record, and if it leaves 
these indiscernible accounts as they are, then it leaves the 
public record corrupted and unreliable. This also poses a 
challenge to Retraction Watch, which currently lists this fake 
author, Beatriz Ychussie, who simply cannot be held
accountable on its retraction database, .
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